
      Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 12 December 2012       
 
Present Keith Fletcher (KF) Peter Lemaire (PL) David Cooper(DC)  David Pryce-Jones (DPJ)
  Sue Irzykowska (SI) Roger Moore (RM) Penny Cooper (Clerk) 
   

139 Apologies: Tony Crabbe. 

140       Declarations of interest: None 

141 Minutes of last meeting: were agreed and signed, after a minor amendment to minute 130. 

142 Clerk’s report 
All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if necessary, here or 

under relevant sections. The triangle of land at the top of Burrows Hill –the official search of the 

index map has been received – the plot is unregistered, and no records are held at the Land 

Registry. OCC has been asked to check its records, and will check with Ewelme Trust; will also ask 

about the strip of land alongside Parsons Lane. Have met two contractors to obtain estimates for 

grasscutting and other jobs. A water meter for the cattle trough has been sourced, which KF & Mr 

Grant have kindly offered to fit in spring. Several parishioners have expressed concern about the 

possibility of a change of name for Nolay Close; all have been told that the Council has no intention 

to do so. Application has been made to the RPA to register the Common on the Rural Land Register, 

in order to be able to apply for a grant from Natural England. Need to remind Fords Farm about the 

broken gate. Sustainable Wallingford Transport group has asked for a grant – £50-100 – to help pay 

for a new leaflet about cycle paths, as there is one in Ewelme – January agenda.                         Clerk                                                                                

143     County/District Councillors reports  
None.  
 

144     Accounts & Administration  
 PC presented the monthly finance report.  

RESOLVED   report accepted.  
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED All invoices to date authorised, and cheques signed. 
Expenses claims 
RESOLVED  to re-circulate Financial Regulations to Councillors and notify other parties that any 
expense on the Council’s behalf must be approved in advance, and is otherwise incurred entirely at 
their own risk.                                                                                                                                                Clerk 

 
145 Planning  

P12/S2768/FUL Cottesmore & Coggeshall Cottages 
RESOLVED  Refused. EPC strongly objects to the loss of two (relatively) affordable homes, 
particularly as the Housing Needs Survey Report produced in August this year demonstrates a need 
for an additional 7 affordable units in the parish.                                                                                   Clerk
   

146 LGBCE recommendations for South Oxfordshire 
RESOLVED  EPC is broadly supportive of the proposal, mainly because it keeps Ewelme in the same 
Ward as Benson, which would be very difficult with any other scheme, but also because it is a 
reasonably coherent grouping of Crowmarsh, North Stoke, Benson, Ewelme, Warborough 
and Shillingford.                                                                                                                                            Clerk 
  

 



147 Recent works to, and future maintenance of the carpark and ditch 
RESOLVED  3 tons of gravel to be ordered from Grundon, and spread by Benson Sawmills in the 
carpark, using funds vired from the broadband allocation, which will not be spent this year. OCC 
should accept responsibility for management of the proper drainage of surface water  - invite a 
representative to attend a council meeting.                                                                           Clerk 
 

148 Use of the recreation ground as occasional parking 
The Churchwarden has asked whether guests at two weddings next summer may park cars on the 
recreation ground.  
RESOLVED  that, for a fee of £250, the Common may be used, subject to adequate Public Liability 
insurance being in place, and the hirer making arrangements for marshalling and the recovery of 
vehicles, together with any other requirements, which are likely to include the installation of an 
electric fence to separate cars from cattle.                                                                                              Clerk 
                                                                                                                                                                      

149 Communication with parishioners 
After some discussion, it was  
RESOLVED  to move this to the January agenda, as the main topic. Councillors are asked to bring 
ideas to the meeting.                                                                                                                                    Clerk 

 
150 Draft Emergency Plan 

RM outlined the plan, which will be circulated to Councillors, and once completed, put to the 
Council for approval.                                                                                                                               RM/DPJ 

 
151 Community Pavilion WAG Report 

Received and discussed. 
 
152 Condition of roads, ditches, drains 

RESOLVED  Contact OCC about the timescale for the repair of Swanns Way, where the opposite side 
of the carriageway is now collapsing. Any other problems to be reported to the Clerk.                 Clerk                                                                                        

 
153 New items of interest 

DC attended a parish transport representatives’ meeting with Thames Travel, and will circulate a 
report. The RAF will have about 15 men available for 8 working days in the community from 28 
January while their Pumas are upgraded. Painting the railings around Kings Pool was suggested as a 
possible task.  RM reminded the meeting that the Parish Plan should be reviewed. 
                   
The meeting closed at 22.45 
 
                 

Signed:       Date: 
 
 

Date of next Meeting  -  Wednesday 9 January at 7:30pm 
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