
DRAFT      Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 24 September 2014      DRAFT 
 

Present David Cooper (DC)  Keith Fletcher (KF)     Peter Lemaire (PL)     
David Pryce-Jones (DPJ)  Carol Sawbridge (taking minutes)        

 
  16 members of the public 
 
234 Apologies: Sue Irzykowska, Roger Moore 

RESOLVED  Apologies accepted & absence approved. 
 
235 Declarations of interest: DPJ expressed an interest in Item 7 – Eyres Close proposal. 
 
236 Minutes of last meeting: These were agreed and signed.  
 
237 Clerk’s report 

All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if necessary, here or under 
relevant sections. SODC confirmed that there are no planning conditions outstanding at the glamping site at 
Ewelme Down Farm. Mr Rosier has been thanked for assisting RM  at the recreation area “trenches”. Philip 
Chamberlain rang (17 July) about the permissive footpaths – he won’t be in a position to know until 
sometime in September. As at 15 September, there is no further information. Having canvassed the opinions 
of councillors, submitted responses to planning application P14/S2072/HH - No Strong Views and planning 
application P14/S2265/HH - No Strong Views. Had re-reported overgrown Benson Road footway to OCC – ref 
646860 – Ian Fieldwick (local rep) replied 18 June saying he’d passed it to the asset team to carry out the 
necessary work. Chased again early this month, this time pasting in a comment from a parishioner, and 
copying in Steve Harrod. SH spoke to Keith Stenning, the Area Steward, and it seems likely that the path will 
now be cleared and “listed for cyclic maintenance”. Reported the collapsing road support wall in Days Lane 
to OCC Highways (copying in Ian Fieldwick) 1 July, received an acknowledgement 8 July, ref  653088 & 
653102 – asked for an update 11 August, beginning of September and again 15 September, having heard 
nothing. To date, have only received yet another auto-reply. Attended SLCC branch meeting to hear 
presentations on the new Openness rules, CIL & encouraging people to stand for local council (as there is an 
election next year).  
 

238 County/District Councillors reports 
Stephen Harrod sent a report and apologies. No reports or apologies from District Councillors. 
  

239  Accounts & Administration  
DC presented the monthly finance report.  
RESOLVED   report accepted.  
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised. 
The annual return had been externally audited, with one minor issue arising – the minute reference had 
been omitted from Section 1. 
RESOLVED the annual return was approved and accepted.  
The Notice of Completion of Annual Audit has been displayed. No-one has asked to see it or the accounts. 
Lloyds has responded to council’s letter of complaint with a £30 goodwill payment. EPC can keep the 
underspend from the flood relief grant, so the extra cuts of the recreation area actually cost £173.37, rather 
than £700.                                                                                      

240 Planning   
P14/S2915/HH insertion of two roof lights (rear roof slope) at 3 Watercress Cottages  

 RESOLVED   Approved                      Clerk 
Possible development at Eyres Close was discussed, and a statement from the residents of Eyres Close 
heard. A copy of the original planning decision notice was also produced , and clause 15 read aloud “That the 
land shown coloured red on the scale plan accompanying this Decision Notice shall be kept open and not be 
developed by the erection of any building.”   
RESOLVED   to write to Mr Dixon stating that the Council was not in favour of development of this piece of 
land and quoting Clause 15 of the 7th July 1977 Decision Notice.                                Clerk 



                                    
241 Community Pavilion                                                                                                                                                                   

A group of parishioners is working on an alternative proposal for the Community Pavilion, which they want 
to present to the Council and the village. 
RESOLVED  to hold an exhibition on 17th and 18th October in the village hall.  Both projects to be displayed 
with people on hand to answer questions.  A flyer to be prepared by PL to be delivered to every household 
by first week in October.  Sam Gillman volunteered to deliver.  PL to co-ordinate flyers and posters with Mr 
Gillman and Mrs Benoliel. DPJ and PL to liaise on a feedback form with Mrs Benoliel and KF.                 PL/DPJ
                                                                         

242 OCC draft statement of community involvement (Waste & Minerals Local Plan)                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 RESOLVED  Wait for the final statement to come out before consideration.      
                                                                                    
243 Health & Safety    

The results of the radar box in Green Lane were received 24 July. The number of violations over 35 mph 
were not many.  Only one over 65 mph at 2.0 am.  Possible that the last column of data is missing. (Clerk 
checking). A parishioner had had an encounter with a ‘Fred Sharwood’ lorry in Days Lane.  These huge lorries 
are well over the 7.5 ton limit and would be going to Grundon.   
RESOLVED - PL to contact parishioner for further details so the Clerk can write to Grundon.                 PL/Clerk 

 The Play Area Inspection Report had raised some minor issues. 
RESOLVED  KF plus another councillor and the Clerk to meet on site and then make recommendations to the 
council.                                                                                                                                                   Clerk
             

244 Village maintenance  
The “Keep Clear” markings on the road outside the village hall have been re-painted. 
DC commented that a good job had been done repairing The Pightles.   
DC had spoken to Agrivert & Hazell & Jefferies after a complaint from a parishioner. Harry Walters (Agrivert) 
confirmed that he wishes to be notified of problems and will do his best to resolve them. H&J problem is 
apparently a “one-off” – they apologised for not letting EPC know in advance.  DC reported that all the sewer 
manhole covers had been painted from Days Lane to High House. The footpath on Benson Road is now 
totally impassable.   
RESOLVED  write to OCC again.                                   Clerk  
BT manhole cover outside KF’s house – he did not believe the repair work had been done. 

 RESOLVED  to chase BT.                      Clerk 
 The ditch at the recreation ground is badly silted up. There are some rotten posts at the car park.   
 RESOLVED  Benson Sawmills to be asked to clear the ditch and replace the posts.              Clerk 
 The grass is very long around the back of the pavilion and by the cattle trough.   
 RESOLVED check when Azalea is next due.                   Clerk   

KF reported that the tractor should be back at the end of next week.   
 
245 Correspondence – all dealt with 

 
246 Other items of interest 

A large plastic advertising banner for a fitness club that had been displayed on the gates at the Common, 
without permission, has been taken down. Contact the club saying that it has been stored ready for 
collection. The finance committee needs to meet in October. Clerk to attend the Chilterns Commons Project 
seminar on law. A parishioner complaining about rubbish in Clacks Lane was advised to report it to SODC.   
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.10 pm. 
 
Signed:                                                                                   Date: 
  
 
Date of next Meeting – Wednesday 8 October 2014                                    
 


